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makes a tolerable appearance when you come within a proper
distance. The English merchants1 who were here in 1691
observed the prospect was helped by a well built steeple,
to which the Mahometans had joined a mosch, supposed to
be the remains of a Christian church2, because it was built
with more art and beauty than is generally to be met with
in Turkish fabricks. The people that inhabited this town
seemed to be more civilised and of better fashion than they
had hitherto met with in the desert; but it is now desolate,
and the houses in ruins. The gateway is arched and very
bespoke Christian origin, and also a Greek inscription, and another 'in
strange character.' On his return in 1625, he observed that the * Franks*
of Aleppo kept a native agent there. Bernardino passed through Taiyibe
in 1606, and recorded stone aqueducts and other ruins in the neighbour-
hood. The English merchants of the Aleppo factory, Lanoy and Goodyear,
visited it on their second journey to Palmyra, which they had rediscovered
a few years before. In their days Taiyibe was still an inhabited village,
'pleasantly situated, and makes a good appearance.' Soon after this it
fell into decay, for in Niebuhr's itinerary it occurs as a village entirely
destroyed twenty to thirty years before, i e. 1730-40, and Beawes reported
it deserted. Bischoff, however, in 1873, found it reoccupied, ten or twelve
families having recently settled there; while Ostrup, in 1893, estimated it
as a village of thirty houses. Plaisted gives a fuller account of Taiyibe and
its ruins than any other traveller to date. Subsequently Carmichael and
Taylor saw it from a distance, but Coote, Olivier and Rousseau actually
visited it, Coote remarking ' the walls of stone were about half a mile
in circumference/ Ostrup suggests that the little walled village of the
present day occupies the site of the Acropolis of the ancient town, which
covered a much larger area. The village is built on a curious plan, all
the houses turning their backs to a common circular wall, so that in the
middle there is an open space, like a market-place. In the centre of this
there is a Watch Tower. Most travellers mention this tower, steeple or
belfry, on to which was built * a filthy mosque/ also the ruined fortifica-
tions, and ' citadelJ; several note an inscriptionc in an unknown character/
or, according to Olivier and Rousseau, in Kufic. Taiyibe has springs of
sulphurous water, there being no evidence of the excellent water from
which it is supposed to take its name, * Tiebe, so called from the goodness
of the waters, which however we found not extraordinary* (Lanoy and
Goodyear, op* tit. p. 56). Probably the more abundant source is at
Ain el Qom, which was the source of supply for the ancient settlement of
Qusur el Ikhwan and others farther south. See also Musil's Palmyrena,
P*?6*.
1 Timothy Lanoy, son of Benjamin Lanoy, Consul at Aleppo, and
Aaron Goodyear (mentioned by Richard Bell in August 1669 as one of
the * Factory at Aleppo*; see Indian Antiquary, 1908, vol. 37, p. 163).
They were accompanied by the Rev, William Halifax, Chaplain to the
Factory, who, as noted in the Introduction, wrote an account of their
travels.
* Ghassanide Christian.